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months after the Bachelor's degree, application could be
made for a licence to practise. Before this was conferred,
four theses had to be held, two on each of two consecu-
tive days, and, eight days afterwards, two more theses.
The licence was then solemnly conferred by the Bishop
or Vicar-General, the candidate being accompanied by
two professors. The Doctor's degree, called "1'acte de
triomphe," could only be obtained by passing another
and much more difficult examination, called the "Tri-
duanes," which consisted of examinations in six subjects,
and lasted for three days. If the candidate satisfied
two-thirds of the professors, he was admitted to the
Doctor's degree. The conferring of this degree was con-
ducted with much state and ceremony. The recipient,
accompanied by his sponsor (an officer corresponding to
the " Father of the College " at Cambridge), and followed
by the whole body of the university, marched in proces-
sion with bands of music to the church of St Eirmin,
the bells of which were set ringing. Here, after compli-
mentary harangues in Latin, the new doctor received his
red robe, his bonnet of black cloth covered with a houppe
of crimson silk, a gold ring, and a gilt belt. He was
also presented with a copy of the works of Hippocrates.
The ceremony concluded by the new doctor distributing
sweetmeats, gloves, and preserved fruits.
In the case of Eabelais a remarkable exception was
made: he was allowed to dispense with the whole under-
graduate course, and received his Bachelor's degree two
months after entering. Immediately afterwards he be-
gan to lecture on the Aphorisms of Hippocrates and on
Galen. This fact, which is recorded in the registers
of the university, proves not only knowledge but reputa-